
AP Government & Politics 
Summer Reading 2016 

 
A presidential election year is a great one for a course in Government & Politics.   There is obviously a lot going on 
related to our course, as the candidates emphasize critical and wedge issues during the race for the White House, 
and we’ll be covering many of them. 
 
Your assigned summer reading, Neil Postman’s Amusing Ourselves to Death (full information below), does not 
directly relate to the election, but instead offers a critical argument that politics, as well as education, journalism, 
religion and more, have been changed by the emergence of television and its desire to entertain.  Postman 
originally wrote the book back in 1985, which might make you think it’s dated, but with our society’s obsession with 
twitter, social media, cell phones, the Internet, video gaming, and more, Postman’s argument and assessments are 
more powerful than ever. 
 
I recommend that you look at some of the reviews posted on Amazon.com or read book reviews in literary journals, 
which support the contention that the book is more relevant than ever.  I also stress that you not toss the book 
aside after the first few chapters; the early chapters can be a bit more philosophical than concrete, and are not 
reflective of the entire book. 
 
I want to start the year by focusing on the media, the most important topic for almost any course, and certainly for 
one dealing with government.  One of the goals of this class is to make you into more active and informed citizens, 
and the media is our conduit to the world around us.  Postman’s book will provide the gateway for that start. 
 
Although this is required reading, there is no written summer assignment.  Rather, I’m asking you to come to the 
first day of class prepared to defend this book as important and/or necessary reading for young people, or attack 
this book as unnecessary (to any extent and for any reason).  Whatever your argument, I will look favorably on 
negative assessments of this book if they are followed by recommendations for a better summer reading book (also 
dealing on the media and/or similar topic). In other words, you will be asked to give your opinion on this book and, 
if it isn’t an overwhelming and convincing defense of its necessity (with appropriate reasons taken from the book), 
then I expect and encourage you to suggest another, more important and necessary book to consider for next 
year’s summer reading.  By the way, assigning “no book” isn’t an option. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions about the book, the class, or the assignment.  You can reach me at 
jkyle@pthsd.net. 
 
 
 
 
 
Assigned Summer book 
Postman, Neil.  Amusing Ourselves to Death: Public Discourse in the Age of Show Business. New York: Penquin 
Books, 1985. (ISBN# 014303653X) 
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